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‘Intlmate Conversatmn,,

SAN ]0 : “Talkmg Story:
“An Intlmate, phversation with
Asian Ame _n,Authors” was a
Tare aftém;%wof extraordinary
writers 1n an’ nformal atmos-
phere.

Held on May 16 at the North-
side Commumty Center in San
Josel apantovg,.the event was co-
hosted by Mﬂn Kai, a profes-

-
'.,\.-_

sional women'$ organization and
the Japa.nese erican Museum
San Jose (JAMSH with a sell-out
attendance, Thé event was held to
celebrate AsfarfiPacific American
Heritage Mo

The featuged authors were Del-
phine leaS!ma, Janice Mirikita-
ni, Marlene Shf'ekawa and Gail
Tsukiyama. (Jfanne Wakatsuki
Houston (“Farewell to Manza-
nar”), who was scheduled to ap-
peat, Was ng { dole to participate
due to pcrsoﬁﬁl' Circumstances.

Partlclpants gamed insights
of what mspa’es and motivates
the authors amlthen experiences
with the writing process. Bach au-
thor took the stage to respond to

an informal chat with moderafors
Shigekawa emd-Aggw Idemoto,
followed by a»h\zely audience
qucstlon-and answer session. A
variety of gepres w%re represent-
edi— ﬁctlon non—ﬁctmn poetry

and children’s non-fiction.
Shigekawa was inspired by
het own children and other mern-
bers of her family. Two of her
books, “Blue Jay in the Desert”
and “Welcome Home Swallows,”
are multicultural children’s pic-
ture books based on her family’s
infermment experiences.
Shigekawa was born in Poston
and serves on the Poston Resto-
ration Project, working with the
Ttibal Council of the Colorado

Fromleft: Phyllis 0sakz even ca-chanperson, authars Gazl _ ulaya
lene Shigekawa and Jamce Mirikitani; Aggie Idemoto, event covchairperson.

River Indian Tribes Reservation
fo preserve the Arizona intem-
ment camp as a national historic
site. Shie is expanding ber skills
to the weiting of screenplays and
has also written on carcer devel-
opment.

Mirikitani is recognized as a
poet, editor, community activ-
ist, and leader. Her passion is to
create programs for women and
families as they struggle with is-
sues of substance abuse, rape,

4, Delphme Htmsuna, Mar-
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domestlc vmlenceL AIDS, child
care, health, educatmn and work-
foree development

Mirikitani’s' writings are not
about v1ct1m1zatmn as much as
they are about suvival, Tebitth
and afﬁnnatlon of self. While

‘most remain silent about violent

pasts, Mitikitani refuses to bow
to a history of violation and voic-
¢s her anger and acts for change.

Mirikitani is the second poet
Jaureate for San Francisco and

the author of four poetry books
“Awake in the River,” “Shedding
Silence,” “We the Dangerous,”
and “Love Works.” :

Born in San Francisco, Tsuki- -

yama is the daughter of a Chinese
immigrant mother from Hong
Kong and a Japanese American
father from Hawaii. Her multi-
cultural upbringing is reflected in
some of her novels in which her
characters tackle the differences
between the Chinese and Japa-
nese cultures, !

In her eatlier novels, Tsuki-
yama writes of Chinese women
feminists — the silk workers. A
thorough researcher, she “learned
what it was like to be Japanese
and leamed to appreciate Japa-
nese art — the whole idea of
Vi )

Toukiyama has authored of
six novels: “Women of the Silk,”
“The Samurai’s Garden,” “Night
of Many Dreams,” “The Lan-
guage of Threads,” and “Dream-
ing Water.” Her newest book,
which s set in Japan, is “The
Street of a Thousand Blossoms,”

Known in the Japanese Amer-
ican community for her book
“The Art of Gaman,” Hirasuna
talked of how collections of the
art and crafts made by Japanese

| th A5|an Amencan Authors Sells Out

Amencan internees durmg W
Wat It gave her an understan
of the experiences and strug
of the Issei, beyond what she
imagined,

Hirasuna  announced
an exhibit entitled “The Al
Gaman: Arts and Crafts Fron|
Japanese American Interni
Camps, 1942-1946” will ¢
at the Smithsonian Americal
Musenm in Washington, D.C

 March 5, 2010. |

Hirasuna also discussed

ofher projects, including |

American Flags: A Unique
lection of Old Glory Men
bilia” and “100 Baseball It

A Century of Historical Bast

Memorabilia,” |
When asked what advice
could give to aspiring wri
Hirasuna was quick to resp
“Be yourself — speak fron
heart.” i

The event concluded
door prizes, tefreshments,
book sales and signings by
authors.

The event was sponsore
the law firm of Berliner-C
Kazoo Restaurant, and GS |
agement, Co-chairpersons 0
event were Phyllis Osaki an(

 gie Idemoto.



